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Phonetic transcription of English words using Karen 

letters to clarify vowel and consonant sounds 

An * indicates a silent letter, - and ‘ for syllables,       unvoiced,       voiced.

a အ ့ a     b l  e long a /eI/IPA 

 

a @ a  t short a /æ/IPA not in Karen 

 

a အ ဲ a   i  r  short e /ɛ/IPA/ 

 

a I i m    a g e short i /I/IPA not in Karen 

 

a အ ီ a  l  l /ɔ/IPA the British short o 

 

a အါ a  r m short o /a or ɑ/IPA 

    a in Karen, ɑ in English 

a အ a     b  o   u  t short u /ə and ʌ/IPA 

 

 

 r m 

- b အ အ ုt 

 l * 

ʌ in stressed syllable 



b b  karen ဘ 

 

c k c   a  t  karen ခ 

    hard c before a, o, u 

c s c  i  t     y 

 

ch ခ ၠ ch i n  /ʈʃ/IPA 

 

 words ending in “stion” and “ture” 

 the ti and tu changes to ခ ၠ

s u g   g  e  s    ti o n             m  a    tu re  

 

 

ch ၡ ch e  f  see “sh” /ʃ/IPA 

 

ch k Ch  r  i  s   t 

 

 

@ t 

I  t - အ ံ

 I n 

   r  i  s  t 

soft c before e, i, y 

s u g - g အ ဲs -  အ n m အ -  r* 

 အ ဲf 



အ n 

d d karen တ or ဒ   

 

e အ ံ b  e long e /i/IPA 

 

e အ ဲ m  e   t  short e /ɛ and e/IPA 

    /e/IPA is more British 

e I p r e t     t  y short i /I/IPA not in Karen 

 

e အ a  n     th  e  m short u /ə and ʌ/IPA 

    ʌ in stressed syllable 

 

f f f   u  n not in Karen 

 

 

g g g  u  n karen က 

   hard g before a, o, u 

g j g e m /dʒ/IPA 

 

m  t 

p r  t – t အ ံ

b  

 အ n 

@ n - သ  m 

 I m soft g before e, i, y 



 z 

  s * 

s i   

k အါ *   

  အ ိs t 

gh * s i gh 

 

gh f c   o  u gh 

 

gh g gh  o  s t 

 

 

h h karen ဟ 

 

i i i  c e long i /aI/IPA not in Karen 

 

i I i  s short i /I/IPA not in Karen 

 

 

j j karen က ၠ /dʒ/ IPA 

 

k k karen ခ 

 



s I   

L l karen လ or ျ  

 

m m karen မ 

 

n n karen န 

ng င(karen) s  i ng /ŋ/IPA 

 

 

o အ ိ o      p e  n long o /oʊ/IPA 

   /əʊ/IPA used by the British 

o အါ p  o   t short o /a or ɑ/IPA 

   a is Karen, ɑ is English 

 

o အ ီ d  o  g /ɔ/IPA the British short o 

 

o အ o  n    i   o n /ə and ʌ/IPA 

    ʌ in stressed syllable 

 

- p I n 

p  t 

 n - I  n 

- အr ʌ ə 

d  g 

sometimes /ɒ/IPA by the British 



o အူ t  o o / ʉ or u/IPA 

    ʉ in Karen, u in English 

o အၢ b    o o  k / ɘ and ɵ, or ʊ/IPA 

 

 

p p karen ဖ 

ph f ph o n e not in Karen 

 

 

qu kw qu e s    ti  o  n not in Karen 

 

 

r r karen ရ or ြျ 

 

s s s  e e karen  စ or ဆ 

 

s z b u s     y not in Karen 

 

t * 

ဘ * k 

b I - အ ံ

 အ*ံ 

  အ ိn * 

 e s - ခ ၠအ n 

ɘ and ɵ in Karen, ʊ in English 



k အ n - f u -  အ n 

s ʒ p l e  a     s  u  r  e /ʒ/ IPA not in Karen 

 

 words ending in “(vowel then)sion” the si changes to ʒ 

  c  o  n     f u    si  o  n 

 

s ၡ s u - g a r 

 

sh ၡ sh o e /ʃ/IPA 

 

 words ending in “(consonant then)sion”, or “cian” or 

 “(any letter but s then)tion” the si, , ci or ti changes to ၡ 

 For words ending in “stion” see ch above. 

d  i s   c  u  s    si  o  n    m u    s  i    ci  a  n     e    l  e  c    ti  o  n 

 

 

t t karen ထ 

th th th   e /ð/IPA

 အ 

အူ * 

I - l အ ဲk - အ n 

p l * အ ့-  အ r  * 

 u - g * r 

d I s - k အ s -  အ n m u - z I -  အ n 



b  - r အ ံ

th သ th  i  ng /θ/IPA 

 

 

u u u  s   u     a  l long u /ju:/IPA not in Karen 

 

u အ u  p short u /ə and ʌ/IPA 

    ʌ in stressed syllable 

u အူ b l  u  e / ʉ or u/IPA 

    ʉ in Karen, u in English 

u အၢ p   u   t   / ɘ and ɵ, or ʊ/IPA 

   ɘ and ɵ in Karen, ʊ in English 

u အ ဲ b  u     r  y short e /ɛ/IPA 

  

u I m  i  n    u t e short i /I/IPA not in Karen 

 

 

v v v  e  r      y not in Karen 

 ʒ -  - အ l 

p  t 

b l  * 

 p 

m I n -  t * 

 I င 

 အ ဲr - အ ံ



w w karen ဝ or ျ  

 

x ks b  o    x 

 

x gz e   x      a  m not in Karen 

 

 

y ယ y  o  u /j/IPA 

 

y  အ ံ  b  a     b   y   long e /i/IPA  

 

y i e y e long i /aI/IPA not in Karen 

 

y I m y  th short i /I/IPA not in Karen 

 

 

z z z  oo not in Karen 

  

*  * 

 * အူ 

b အါ  

I  - @ m 

m  သ 

b အ ့- b  

 အူ* 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


